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that house, and it fell with a great crash."   

28  When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his 

teaching,   

29  because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the 

law. (Matthew 7:24-29) 

 

Would you like to read more? These parables are from the Christian Bible. If you 

would like a Bible please ask a Christian friend or search online for a Bible in your 

language. 

What is the Bible? 

The Bible is not just one book but a collection of many books from many 

prophets. It contains the Law of Moses (Torah), the Psalms of David (Zabur), the 

Wisdom of Solomon, the books of the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, 

Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 

Zechariah, Malachi and others. It has the Gospel (Injeel) of Jesus recorded by 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and the writings of the apostles of Jesus. The 

Bible is a collection of the writings of the prophets from the time of Moses to 

Jesus and his apostles.  

The Bible 

Law of Moses 

(Torah) 

The Prophets 

(an-anbeea') 

The Psalms 

(Zabur) 

The Gospel 

(Injeel) 

 

Christians have all of the prophets in their book because they read them. 

Christians accept all the prophets and make no distinction between them, 

therefore they want to read and understand all the prophets. We invite you to 

read all the prophets too. 
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14  "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before 

God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 

himself will be exalted." (Luke 18:9-14) 

 

The Good Shepherd 

11  "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

12  The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the 

wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the 

flock and scatters it.   

13  The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 

sheep.   

14  "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me--   

15  just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for 

the sheep.   

16  I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They 

too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.   

17  The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up 

again.   

18  No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority 

to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my 

Father." (John 10:11-18) 

 

The Two Houses 

24  "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 

practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.   

25  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 

that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.   

26  But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into 

practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.   

27  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 
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no moisture.   

7  Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants.   

8  Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times 

more than was sown."  When he said this, he called out, "He who has ears to 

hear, let him hear."   

9  His disciples asked him what this parable meant.   

10  He said, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given 

to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that,  "`though seeing, they may not 

see;  though hearing, they may not understand.'  

11  "This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God.   

12  Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and 

takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be 

saved.   

13  Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear 

it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they 

fall away.   

14  The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on 

their way they are choked by life's worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not 

mature.   

15  But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who 

hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. (Luke 8:4-15) 

 

The Pharisee and the Tax Collector  

9  To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on 

everybody else, Jesus told this parable:   

10  "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 

collector.   

11  The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: `God, I thank you that I am 

not like other men--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector.   

12  I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.'   

13  "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to 

heaven, but beat his breast and said, `God, have mercy on me, a sinner.'   

1 

 

The Parable of the Lost Son  

11  Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons.   

12  The younger one said to his father, `Father, give me my share of the estate.' 

So he divided his property between them.   

13  "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a 

distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.   

14  After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole 

country, and he began to be in need.   

15  So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to 

his fields to feed pigs.   

16  He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no 

one gave him anything.   

17  "When he came to his senses, he said, `How many of my father's hired men 

have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!  18  I will set out and go back 

to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 

you.   

19  I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired 

men.'   

20  So he got up and went to his father.  "But while he was still a long way off, his 

father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw 

his arms around him and kissed him.   

21  "The son said to him, `Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I 

am no longer worthy to be called your son.'   

22  "But the father said to his servants, `Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on 

him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.   

23  Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate.   

24  For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So 

they began to celebrate.   

25  "Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he 

heard music and dancing.   

26  So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on.   

27  `Your brother has come,' he replied, `and your father has killed the fattened 

calf because he has him back safe and sound.'   
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28  "The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out 

and pleaded with him.   

29  But he answered his father, `Look! All these years I've been slaving for you 

and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I 

could celebrate with my friends.   

30  But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with 

prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!'   

31  "`My son,' the father said, `you are always with me, and everything I have is 

yours.   

32  But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead 

and is alive again; he was lost and is found.'" (Luke 15:11-32) 

 

The Rich Fool 

13  Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me."   

14  Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?"  

15  Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; 

a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions."   

16  And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a 

good crop.   

17  He thought to himself, `What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.'   

18  "Then he said, `This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger 

ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.   

19  And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. 

Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." '   

20  "But God said to him, `You fool! This very night your life will be demanded 

from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?'   

21  "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not 

rich toward God." (Luke 12:13-21) 
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The Parable of the Tenants 

1  He then began to speak to them in parables: "A man planted a vineyard. He put 

a wall around it, dug a pit for the winepress and built a watchtower. Then he 

rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey.   

2  At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants to collect from them some of 

the fruit of the vineyard.   

3  But they seized him, beat him and sent him away empty-handed.   

4  Then he sent another servant to them; they struck this man on the head and 

treated him shamefully.   

5  He sent still another, and that one they killed. He sent many others; some of 

them they beat, others they killed.   

6  "He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He sent him last of all, saying, 

`They will respect my son.'   

7  "But the tenants said to one another, `This is the heir. Come, let's kill him, and 

the inheritance will be ours.'   

8  So they took him and killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard.   

9  "What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and kill those 

tenants and give the vineyard to others.   

10  Haven't you read this scripture:  "`The stone the builders rejected  has 

become the capstone;   

11  the Lord has done this,  and it is marvelous in our eyes'?"   

12  Then they looked for a way to arrest him because they knew he had spoken 

the parable against them. But they were afraid of the crowd; so they left him and 

went away. (Mark 12:1-12) 

 

The Parable of the Sower 

4  While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town 

after town, he told this parable:   

5  "A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell 

along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up.   

6  Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had 


